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Foreword

My grandfather, H.H. Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar
Bahadur, Maharaja of Mysore was a multifaceted personality.
He had an in-depth knowledge of Philosophy, history,
economy, culture, amongst many other subjects, and was a
connoisseur of western classical and Carnatic music. His time
as Maharaja saw great many changes in the landscape of our
Country and he guided Mysore through these changes and
ensured it added to the greatness of the narrative of our
country.

Throughout my childhood my favourite moments where
when our elders would recollect memories of their time with my
grandfather, thereby giving us children a glimpse of his
grandeur and aura. One such story was told to me by my
biological grandfather, Sardar K.B. Ramachandra Raj Urs,
son-in law to H.H. Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar.

My biological grandfather was in the forests, and on a
hunt for wild boar on foot. He had carried with him only his
rifle. He chanced upon a big male boar and approached. The
boar undoubtedly hassled, charged and gored him on his
thigh. Despite being injured he was able to somehow shoot the
boar and with the help of his driver made it back to Mysore.
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At the Palace, where he was taken to nurse his injury,
his wife, Maharajkumari Gayatri Devi and his mother-in law,
H.H. Maharani Tripurasundaramanni Avaru were expectedly
upset and chastised him over the irresponsible nature of going
on foot in wilderness. At this juncture the Maharaja walked in
and both the Maharani and Maharajakumari expected His
Highness to add to their ire and command his son-in law to
stop such dangerous pursuits.

Instead, The Maharaja calmly sat down next to his son-in
law and said, “next time, when hunting on foot, especially for
wild boar, carry a shotgun and not a rifle.” Such was the
private nature of my grandfather and such was the greatness
of his personality.

It gives me great pleasure to dedicate this special edition
of BHERUNDA to My Grandfather, H.H. Jaya Chamaraja
Wadiyar Bahadur, Maharaja of Mysore. | hope the content
helps to enlighten us about his rule and many steps he took in
guiding Mysore through his time.

*This issue will be a continuous process of providing content
on My Grandfather leading up to the Centenary of his Birth

e

- Yaduveer Krishnadatta Chamaraja Wadiyar
18 July 2018
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H.H The Maharaja
Sri Jayachamaraja Wadiyar

It was on July 18, 1919, the
Mysore Palace witnessed the birth of a
prince. The baby boy was born to
Yuvaraja  Kantirava  Narasimharaja
Wadiyar. The birth of a male child in the
royal family was significant and most
joyous because the reigning King,
Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV, was without a
heir to the throne, like his predecessor
Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar Ill. The
prince was named Jaya Chamaraja
Wadiyar.

The only son of Kantirava
Narasimharaja Wadiyar, Jaya
Chamaraja Wadiyar succeeded to the
throne as the adopted son of his uncle,
Krishnaraja Wadiyar V. The installation
took place on September 8, 1940.
Besides becoming a popular ruler, Jaya
Chamaraja Wadiyar earned fame as a
scholar among the princes.

H.H The Prince Jayachamaraja Wadiyar
Historical sources reveal that the progenitor of the Yadava dynasty
in Mysore was Yaduraya in 1399 A.D. He came from Dwaraka and established
the Yadava dynasty by saving the widowed queen and her daughter of Mysuru
from humiliation by a local chieftan, Mara Nayaka. Mysore was then a small
fiefdom under the Vijayanagara rulers. Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar was the last
ruler of this illustrious monarchy, other prominent rulers being Raja Wadiyar,
Chikka Devaraja Wadiyar, Kantheerava Narasaraja Wadiyar, Mummadi or the
third Krishnarajo Wadiyar, Nalwadi or the fourth Krishnaraja Wadiyar and
lastly Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar.
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Sl v 4 Pt

.H The Prince Jayachamaraja Wadiyar with H.H The Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV, Yuvaraja Kantheerava

Narasimharaja Wadiyar And Maharani Regent Kempananjammanni Vanivilasa Sannidhana.
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Education

Arrangements were
made in 1925 to give
instruction to Prince
Jayachamaraja Wadiyar in
Kindergarten, music and
other subjects. During the
year 1927-28, a regular
school was formed with a
Superintendent. In 1930 a
Tutor was appointed to the
Prince who was given the
entire charge of the school.
The school became a
residential institution and
was transferred to
Lokaranjan Mahal.

After early education
at the Royal School in
Mysore, Jaya Chamaraja
Wadiyar joined the
Intermediate College, later
named as Yuvaraja’s
College, to study along with
his own future subjects. His subjects of study were history, politics and
economics. During 1933-34, the Prince passed the S.5.L.C. Examination. After
this the school staff was disbanded. During 1935-36 the Prince underwent a
course in Shooting, Infantry Drill and Physical Training. The prince also made
excursions in Bombay, Udakamandala, and other places.

H.H Jayachamaraja Wadiyar after Graduation, Maharaja’s College.

He later graduated from the Maharaja’s College earning five awards
and gold medals. However, he took keen interest in music, art, religious
exercise and sports.

05
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He married
Satya Prem Kumari
princess of
Charkhari, on 15
May 1938. He
toured Europe
during 1939,
visiting many
associations in
London and
became acquainted
with  many artists
and scholars.

He ascended
the throne of the
Kingdom of Mysore
on 8 September
1940 after the
demise of his uncle
Maharaja KRW V.
H.H Jayachamaraja
Wadiyar  married
Maharani  Tripura
Sundari Ammani on
30 April 1944,

Maharaja Jayachamaraja
Wadiyar  with ~ his  wife
Maharani  Tripura  Sundari
Amanni Avaru.
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Music and Philosophy

Ly Sri. Jayachamaraja Wadiyar graduated from the Maharaja’s College,
Mysore, with History, Economics , Politics as his subjects in 1938. He later
studied Vedanta under two eminent scholars of the day , Sri. Navinam
N Venkatesa Sastry and Sri Chandrasekhara Bhattaru and also acquirs .
. good knowledge of Sanskrit. He used to meet frequently Sumskni@ ¢
_ bhashabhushana  Prof. S Ramachandra Rao for discussion and
“, clarification of doubts. The scholarship that he acquired by long study was

~ recognized by the award of two doctoratesi— LEDj of the Ram A

University.and D. Litt. Of the Annamalai University. .

-
4 ,g"‘l‘f’e ascended the Mysore throne when h‘e was 28 an
well. He was one of the first rulers to join the Indian Uni'on}.’oﬁ
“and was Rajopramukh of Mysore first and then Governor of

Mysore and later Governor of Madras, after which position .

he retired from administrative responsibilities. He earned the ™™

¢ regard and affection of the people in these positions. He then

) accepted lecturing engagements at the invitation of ngJc o
bodies in North and South America, Ghana, =~ 4= ¥
Switzerland, Russia and Australia. .
- '

His interest in music was abiding and
wide. Early in life, he obtained a diploma from **
Guild Hall of Music, London and later became &

"“anHonorary member of the Trinity College of

4 Music London He was proficient in the playing of
two instruments, the Piano and the Organ. His
library of gramophone records of western musit
built up over long years, is one of the largest.”
A, ¢ Y " ) ‘

o P developed a keen interest in

tic “Music__and = acquired proficiency
o T Sangitakalanihi - Sri
) " .
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. Though a ruler, it
dyaopasaka. ‘

mposed 94 Kritis. The language l
nskrit and the subject matter is
ofion, praise of the glory of the Lord and seeking

,-,_,' 2 & 1 in praise of Ganapathi,
:‘L? mi respecﬁvely.

-
kita is mainly his favourlfe dity’s name
is referred ﬁ as Sri Vidyamodini, Sri. = !
{ iradevata, Sri Vidyanilaya,
Guruchitprabhananda,
There are also some
¢ Nagalingavaraputram,

Nagalingavarasutamy

y are not ankitas. The
nguage is tough in several®
laces and the Kritis will be
icult to handle for those
hout some knowledge, of

nskrit. Some vidwans say,
y are like the Kritis of Sri.

There is one Kriti i
aga, Ji g
he

rydkcﬁ’rcx, and is se
Khanda Triputa tala (“Pahi
Uf mam Sri Rajarajesvari” —
Aroha SGMPDNS-

L' | Avarohana SNDPMGRS).
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The Cultural Atmosphere ﬁ'
The Mysore Palace

AN @

- Rani Vijaya Devi

| have often been asked ‘about my family's, in particular my brother
H.H.Jaya Chamarajendra Wadiyar's great inferest in-music and art of bothiyus
India and the West. While it may be true that one has some inborn gift to be

Wysore Palace at the time of our childhood (between 1920-1940) did

ﬁoﬂciem in any of the arts, | think the cultural atmosphere prevailing in the

““Undoubtedly have a profound influence on us. Some of my earliest

Rani Vijaya Devi, Sister of H.H The Maharaja
Jayachamaraja Wadiyar

recollections of life in the Palace in the
Mysore are those of family gatherings,
religious poojas, celebrations of traditional
Hindu festivals and other cultural activities. |
do not remember any function, however
formal or informal, of which music did not
form an integral part. The nagaswaram,
considered very auspicious, heralded every
ceremony, festival and private pooja.

During the grander festivals like the
Dasara, Deepavali and Ganesh Chathurthi,
there were Bharatanatyam performances by
noted arfistes like Vidushi
Venkatlakshmamma, Sundaramma and
others, followed by concerts by Asthana
Vidwans. My brother, even when young,
had to play an important role along with my
uncle and father at these festivals. Thanks to

these traditions, we were constantly exposed to a cultural feast and were
fortunate enough to hear musicians like. Sri Muthia Bhagavatar, Sri
Vasudevacharya, Vainika Venkaragiliyappa, Devep.drappa, Krishna lyengar
and many others. The late Dr. V. Doreswamy lyengar, one of India's leading
Vainikas, was then a young and upcoming virtuoso. As is well known, Vidwan
Vasudevacharya would later become my brother's teacher.

t

4
....~
”
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' £ ‘Apurf from the festivals themselves, something or the other'was always
m& throughout the year. The artistes taking part were not just from

sore State. Ustad Faiyaz Khan and shehnai players from Baroda, to mention

nly a few, were some of our regular visitors. The venue for these concerts was

the Kalyan Mantap or the Darbar Hall of the palace, which provided a
beautiful setting, full of atmosphere and dignity. These activities were not
“o.nflned ‘fo form(‘u-lr occasions only.'

- Musicians performingin frong of Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV at Mysore Palace.

v Often at a private gathering, whether in the palace or in the houses
“of other members of the family, there used fo be dance or music or Harikatha
performances. During the daily religious pooja of my uncle, H.H. Sri
Krishnarajendra Wadiyar, it was customary for one of the palace vidwans to
perform. This fradition was continued by my brother. | recall many a time when
the family used to sit upstairs and listen to the beautiful music wafting through
the windows.
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The palace, with its formal rooms, paintings, wood carvings and
art treasures was always a fascinating place for us children to explore, and this
is what we did on a Sunday afternoon or on holidays. My brother, being the
eldest of the younger group which included my two sisters, myself, and our
three cousins, always led such 'expeditions'. We were fortunate to see the
Dasara procession being painted by Sri. Y. Nagaraju on the Kalyan Mantap
walls quite an ambitious undertaking when one realizes that most of the
people in that vast canvas came for actual sittings. Perhaps this is the only
complete and authentic record left of Mysore's now historic and famous
Dasara procession.

Painting of Dasara Procession at Kalyana mantapa walls painted by SriY. Nagaraju

Though we grew up with Carnatic music and dance, we were,
strangely enough, not taught Carnatic music until a later age. Therefore our
earliest musical studies commenced with piano lessons for my brother and
myself, and violin lessons for my sister. Our teacher Sister Ignatius was from the
Good Shephered Convent Mysore. She was a good teacher but an extremely
strict one believing in a rap on the knuckles for the smallest mistake.

1
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| may mention an incident af one such examination when my brother
was very young. The examiner that year was Dr. Adolph Mann. After the
examination was over and my brother went to receive his card, Dr. Mann, who
was seated at the desk, got up, went to the piano and played “Here comes the
Conquering Hero”. Those of us who were waiting outside were very puzzled as
to what was going on. It later transpired that that particular piece was played
to congratulate my brother on his receiving a high Honors at the examination.
Needless to say, we were most amused and delighted. As for my brother, he
was thrilled to bits and rather enjoyed showing off to all of us.

My brother was always a good student and remained deeply involved
in whatever he took up. Western classical music became a passion with him.
He devoted whatever little time he could get to its study. He played and
sight-read extensively, thereby enlarging his repertoire of piano music. He also
bought records and spent hours listening to them. This way, no doubt, he was
able to hear some of the finest artistes, for there were hardly any live western
music concerts of the great European
masters to be heard in India at that time.
It was because of him that the rest of us
had the opportunity to listen to a good
deal of music, and in my own case, | can
definitely say that this was how my
interest in classical Western music was
aroused.

| remember quite vividly the time
when my grandmother used to take the
whole family on vacation to Ooty,
Bombay or Madras. The first thing my
brother always did was to make a
beeline for the record and book shops.
Sometimes, he would spend an entire
morning browsing through books or
listening to records. This interest
continued right fo the end of his life.

H.H Sri Jayachamaraja Wadiyar
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| have always felt that an appreciation of the arts should begin at
an early age and at home. In this respect we were fortunate that my family, on
the whole, were very musical and encouraged learning and the arts. My uncle,
H.H.Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar, was himself a competent musician playing
Carnatic music on the flute and light Western classical music on the violin. My
father played the harmonium, having had some lessons from Professor Tempe,
his good friend and teacher.

The other members all played either an Indian instrument or the
piano but were not of professional standard. Though they all liked Carnatic
classical music, their preference as far as Western music went was for the
lighter classics and jazz. My sister Sujaya Devi played the violin. My father, who
liked jozz and took a keen interest in the jozz band which was a part of the
orchestra, was well aware of our inclinations, and often introduced my brother
and myself to his friends as "My two highbrow children”. All the same, he was
concerned about our progress and many a time called us in to play for his
guests.

i H.H The Yuvaraja Kanieeruv:Naraslmhqram Wud|yar W|H1 his Children

Had my brother not been the heir apparent, | expect he would have
gone seriously into studying the piano. He stopped after he had completed his
Diploma examinations because of his other studies and official commitments.
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H.H The Maharaja Jayachamaraja wadiyar with his Carnatic Music Guru Vidwan Sri Vasudevacharya

Most people know of his interest in Western music, his fabulous
record collection and his knowledge of Sanskrit and philosophy. Few know
about his love of Carnatic music. It was not until a later period in his life, when
he became the Maharaja that he took up Carnatic music under the guidance
and tutelage of Vidwan Vasudevacharya.

His inborn talent, which was lying latent, as it were, suddenly
blossomed and the result, after some years of study, was the composition of 94
Kritis, which he dedicated to the Goddess Chamundeshwari, the deity of our
family. He was modest about his achievement and very rarely spoke about it. |
remember once asking him about the Kritis and all he said was: "It is my
humble offering to the Devi".
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Maharaja of Mysore, Sri. H.H.
Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar was a
great connoisseur and Patron of
Western Music. He became a Licentiate of
the Guildhall School of Music, London and
honorary Fellow of Trinity College of Music,
London, in 1945.

Aspirations to become a concert pianist
were cut short by the untimely death of both his
father the Yuvaraja Kanteerava Narasimharaja
Wadiyar in 1939 and his uncle the Maharaja

' Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV in 1940, when he
succeeded the throne of Mysore.
™ L) .

He helped the Western world disdover 1

the music of a litfle-known Russian composer
Nikolai Medtner (1880-1951), financing the
~ recording of a large number of his compositions
and founding the Medtner Society in 1949.
edtner's Third Piano Concerto is dedicated to

the Maharaja of Mysore.

The Maharaja also enabled I?l"chqrd >
Strauss's last wish to be fulfilled by sponsoring
an evening at the Royal Albert Hall by London's
Philharmenia  Orchestra  with ~ German
conductor Wilhelm Furtwéngler in the lead and
soprano Kirsten Flagstad singing his Four Lasj

SOﬁ |i 1950.
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The following extract from a Book on Sir Walter Legge throws much
light on what transpired in the period 1948-1952 and how Maharaja's
patronage in the western world of Music came to an end post Republic:

Back in London, the future of Walter Legge's Philharmonia Orchestra
was looking rosier thanks to the intervention of a wealthy young Indian. The
Maharaja of Mysore had first become involved with Legge and EMI through his
enthusiasm for the music of the emigre Russian composer Nikolay Mediner,
recordings of which he wished to sponsor. The 'Medtner Society Edition' had
begun in a modest way. Now Legge had been invited to India to discuss far
more ambitious plans:

The visit fo Mysore was a fantastic experience. The Maharajah was a

young man, not yet thirty. In one of his palaces he had a record library

containing ‘every imaginable

l recording of serious music, a large

‘ range of loudspeakers, and several

! ' . concert grand pianos. He had

» %t intended to be a concert pianist and

‘ had been accepted by Rachmaninoff

as a pupil when both his father and

his uncle died and he succeeded to

the threne - which meant giving up all

ideas ‘of @ musical career and

refurning home at once. In the weeks
| Ustayed * there, the Maharaja '

immediately agreed to paying for the

recordings of ‘the' Mediner piano

concertos, an album of his songs, and

some of his chamber music; he also

agreed to give me a subyention of

£10,000 a year for three years to

. encble me | fo | put both the

& .'-j"_? A 3‘\ - Philharmenia Qr%hestra fnd the

Philharmonia Concert Society on a

firm basis. :

H.H The Maharaja Jayacha
The Organ Hall.of P

ja Wadiyar at




inistration
"

It was an honour that came with unexpected
denness, but by fraining and temperament he had*
n fited to bear its responsibilities. In the
roclamation issued to the people on the occasion of
oronation the young Maharaja said,

E e
" My beloved people, In succeeding to the throne of Mysore | follow
a great Ruler who loved you all, and who won your love by his love of God, by
hi;wisdom, his graciousness, his humility, his faithfulness a
to duty and his Kingly greatness. It is now for us to » ‘
dedicate ourselves to the fulfilment of his great task. . 3 s ﬁ(
And we shall succeed in fulfilling it if we so consecrate T '. ‘
ourselves in the spirit of unity and self-sacrifice thqt’ e -
we can win through: ' -

In this spirit | look upon this ceremony of
ascending the throne of my ancestors as a dedication
of myself, my life and all | have to the service of the
people of Mysore. E

&

But I am fully conscious that ho effort of mine
can succeed alone. | need your help and your
co-operation, your confidence and your love. May
God grant me light and strength in the discharge of
the sacred duty entrusted to me, and His blessings in
abundance rest on every hearth and brighten every
home in Mysore ! " Since then many a popular leader
has taken over the reins of administration in many
places, but we know none who has made more
graceful or as grateful acknowledgments and
appeals. p




~ At the time of Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar's death,
Sir Mirza Ismail was Dewan, and had held that office
from 1926. Under the changed conditions, his
contfinuance was not happy, and he retired in a few
months. N. Madhava Rao, the Senior Councilor, was
appointed Dewan.  Near his person the young
Maharaja had Sir T. Thumboo Chetty, son of the
Rajadharrnapravina T. R. A. Thumboo Chetty who had
been Senior Councilor from 1881 to 1901, as Private Secretqry, whose good
knowledge of State affairs and sober counsels Wﬁ

sanctioned by his predecessors just before his demis lections were
held, and in June 1941 His Highness |nl|ugur01ed the

new Legislative Council @
-

.. ﬂ‘ Addressing a J¢ /
= #4 His Highness observed, " are now to
Rt come into operation are thus a natural corollary to
2 the honorable record established by these bodies,
and a recognition of the experience they have gained
min Parliomentary methods of business. At the same
& ‘ time, | am sure that these reforms will be recognized
! as a generous response to the desire of important
sections of the people for increased pamiicipation in
the administration of the State.

It will be useful fo recount a few!ottihe special
features of the reforms which are being inaugurate:
today : wider franchise in the case of both Houses;
substantial increase in their strength ; larger
representation for special interests and minorities and
for women representation of minority communities by
direct election; extension of the life of each House
from three to four years; provision of a statuto
elected majority of nearly two-thirds

A -




n the Legislative Council power to el
d'Deputy President for the body ; increased powe
embly in the matter of legislation and control of State
eedom of speech and immu-nity from arrest, undetceta in

meers ofboth Houses. l/ ~ o

. 5 '
Above all'l am sure ou will qpprecxcte th

.

I to the weight and value of the advice that receive from
my Council. It is now for us all, working together with

- ¥ & &
Duﬁng the first tweiyears of his reign the
Maharaja toured the Districts of the State, acquainting

He announced a special grant of Rs. two lakhs for the
improve tient of the malnad area, as also the
construction of a new general hospital and of a
‘regulated market af Davangere, and a wo@r-supply

[’ scheme for. Chitaldiirg.
¥ -

-~ % The establishment of an (}d)a'ahonql Institute
or Polytechnic and an InshTute of IndiansMedicine was
'ruken up in Bangalore. It was'not a normal time, and

cohsiderable portiontof thg ate's attention:

s. 10 |q hs
khs: of State
Navy, a squag




CI|I0n of the Mysore Infanfry a
ervice with the British froops.
pany in the State.

y. In 1942 the National War Fron’r was introduced in the
war information cnd maintain public morqle ln Ju’he"""

in Bongulorewhloh ﬂrocte 5|okhsofV|sn‘o

doys - H \
: A Welfare! Commlﬁe&iiga Welfare (

Air Force personnel, and a Vietery Hall for theRu use of
troops, sought to ‘manifest society's interest in the
welfare of military men. Protection to the State's public:
during the war was organised by large scale air raid |
precaution arrangements, and by the formation of\
Civic Guards, and their economic interests were \

looked after by measures to,preventinflation; by grq

of dearness allowance to official and industrial lab

and by;urmg food suppll'g,s.te the‘public. ‘*
B

L

#86 mijor irrigation works, co s. 95 lo?
brmgl@ an g additional 15200 gcres un

irrigation, havebeen sanctioned and tqken up, und in
er to expedite these works afseparate Chief

b

d’rionf." was the behest ¢
ectors of Public Instruction. The
t Ruler's as yet short regin
cational grant from Rs.
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The number of Primary Schools have risen from 6,400 to 9,800.
The number of pupils in those schools has risen from 2 lakhs 31 thousand to 4
lakhs 80 thousand.

The number of middle schools at the close of the previous reign
was 319 with 59,000 pupils. And there were 46 High Schools with 10,900
pupils. Now there are 1,175 Middle Schools with 1,23,000 pupils and 151
High Schools with 31,700 pupils.

Schools have been started for imparting what is called basic education,
and under a scheme of Adult education 4,500 classes are being held at a cost
of Rs. 5 lakhs.

The works of other departments, Medical, Health, Police, Judicial,
Agricultural, Industrial and Rural welfare have continued apace.

In 1942 the Benares Hindu University conferred The Honorary Degree
of Doctor of Laws on the Maharaja, who kept himself fully active, opening
utility institutions, laying foundation stones of public buildings, and opening
sessions of All India Conferences which met within the State, such as the All
India Economic and Political Science Conference in 1940, the Indian Historical
Records' Commission and Indian Academy of Sciences in 1942, the 91st
District Rotary International in 1942, the All India Olympic Games and the
Indian Central Advisory Board of Education in 1946, and the All-India
Educational Conference in 1948, and others since.

-



The title of G.C.S I. was conferred on His Highness by
the British Sovereign in 1945, and in 1946 he was made
G.C.B. or Grand Commander of the Order of Bath.

22
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May 1945, saw the end of the European War which bad been
crushing mankind for over seven years. The world was given time to nurse its
wounds and think in terms of prospective peace.

Celebrating the day of victory on 14th May 1945, His Highness
in a message to the people observed, " The collapse of Germany represents not
merely the military defeat of an enemy, but the triumph of humanity over
inhumanity. We know only too well
what peril threatened civilization
during the last six years, what misery
and  privation  people  have
undergone in many countries of the
world, and what sacrifices the allied
nations have made to provide men
and materials for bringing about the
defeat of the enemy. On an
occasion like this, we cannot but
recall India's proud share in the
winning of victory.

But the feeling uppermost in
us at the moment is not one of
undue exaltation, but of
thankfulness. Our first duty on this
occasion is to express our thanks to
the great military forces of the Allied

H.H The Maharaja Jayavchamaraja Wadiyar Nations for their achievements,
which are without parallel in history, and to the people of all ranks in the allied
Countries for their fortitude and self-sacrifice which show heights to which
righteous men and women can rise in spite of adversity.

Let us proceed in this spirit of thankfulness to celebrate the victory
that has now been won, and address ourselves to the task that still lies ahead.
The war against Japan remains to be concluded, and calls for an equally great
effort on the part of everyone.

23
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The successes achieved in Burma and in the Pacific give us cause for
hope that the day is not far off when Japan will share the fate of its erstwhile
partners.

We may look forward with confidence to meeting again at no distant
time to celebrate final victory and the return of peace ! " It proved literally true.
The advent of the atom bomb brought a lightning end to the war with Japan in
Asiatic waters, perhaps the first great war in Asia since the times of Taimurlane
and Jengiz Khan. That the State and its people had played their full part in the
war effort was acknowledged by no less a person than H.R.H. the Duke of
Gloucester, brother of the King Emperor in these words :

"I had heard much of Your Highness's famous and beautiful State, with
its great natural resources and its progressive spirit, particularly in education,
town planning, irrigation, industrial and forest development. Now | know that
Mysore's war effort, oo, is in keeping with these achievements. | have seen
units of the State Cavalry and Infantry on parade. They are splendid troops
worthy of their brothers who have fought so bravely overseas. The readiness
with  which  Your Highness and the
Government have offered so many of the
resources and facilities of the State for
India's war potential is admirable.

Gifts of money, too, from Mysore
have provided, among other important
contributions, a vessel for the Royal Indian
Navy and a Fighter Squadron for the
Royal Air Force. That is the response to the
call of emergency which one would expect
from a Ruler and a State with the martial
traditions of Mysore, but it is not the less
deeply encouraging, and such loyal
assistance from the Princes of India sets
the seal of certainty upon the victory of our
cause."

H.R.H The Duke of Gloucester
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One of the fields that withessed phenomenal development during
the reign of Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar was education. Other departments like
medical, health, police, judicial, agricultural, industrial and rural welfare also
saw great strides under his rulership.

As months passed by, the agitation increased in virulence. In early
1947, the princely States were left with no choice but to join the Dominion at
any time. Mysore became sovereign and independent for a brief period after
the British withdrew.

With Independence setting in on August 15, 1947, monarchy ended
in Mysore too. The Maharaja voluntarily surrendered his kingdom which
became a part of the Independent India. A few days prior to the declaration of
Independence, the Maharaja executed an Instrument of Accession on August
9, 1947, whereby the State acceded to the Dominion of India.

Maharaja Jayachamaraja Wadiyar welcoming Sardar Patel
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The first responsible government was set up in October in Mysore.
In a proclamation on 27th October 1947, the Maharaja announced the
formation of the first popular ministry in the State. This brought a virtual end to
the rule by the Maharaja.

With the inauguration of the Republic of India on January 16, 1950,
Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar lost his status as 'Maharaja'. Subsequently, the
Government of India withdrew all his powers, rights and privileges, including
the subsidy that was being paid to him, to make him one among the common
masses. He was among the Maharajas who faced a similar fate.

H.H. The Maharaja Sri Jayachamaraja Wadiyar Bahadur with The Vice-President, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan;
The President Dr. Rajendra Prasad The Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru and other Degnitaries.

Under the Republic, he was appointed the 'Rajapramukh' of Mysore
State and subsequently the Governor of then Mysore and Madras States. The
end of monarchy also brought an end to the reign of five and half centuries by
the Yadava Dynasty, Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar becoming the last and 25th
ruler of that dynasty.

What began as a minor fiefdom under the Vijayanagar rulers, Mysore
had grown into an enlarged State with an area of 29,458 square miles with a
population of over 75 lakhs, seeing consolidation of power, expansion of
kingdom and phenomenal progress during their reign. The five and half
centuries had brought about an evolution of a major State among the princely
States and later in free India, fo win praise as a ‘Model State.’

26



BHERUNDA

Mysore State could boast of
the "most ancient democratic
house in India", the Mysore
Representative Assembly.

It was the first Indian State
to establish a university and a
hydro-electric generating
station in the country.

Its raw silk production was
the highest in India. lts aircraft
factory was the first of its kind. It
had a broadcasting station
(Akashavani) of its own.

The illuminated Brindavan
Garden was a "fairyland" for
both the local and foreign
visitors.” observed the then
Governor-General of India, C. Rajagopalachari.

Maharaja adminsters oath to then CM S.R. Kanti, 14 March 1962

In reply to the address presented by the Chief Minister of Mysore on behalf
of the people of the State on the occasion of his 37th birthday on July 29,
1956, Jaya Chamaraja said:

"You have referred in your address to what your generosity has termed
my 'sacrifice.' | do not look upon it as such. If destiny had decreed that over the
past few centuries the progress and prosperity of the people of this beloved
State should be in the hands of the Wadeyars of Mysore, then that same destiny
now ordains that the time is ripe for the people, now grown to full political
stature in a free democratic Republic, to rule themselves.....The rule of the
Maharajas has indeed fulfilled its purpose, the purpose of making the people
fit to rule themselves."
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The Maharaja, who ¢
was acclaimed for his 4
speeches and writings

on Indian philosophy and' {
= dharma, observed in his radio Lo (AR
[ & talk on the ninth year of Republicin 1958, "ltis
« " important that the freedom we have attained after a
hundred years of struggle should be felt and enjoyed by
the millions. Let us therefore model our

Swarajya after the conception of Rishis. Let ¢
us aspire to achieve the Rama Rajya of

Gandhiji's dreams." .' Li
Wadiyar,

Maharaja Jaya Chamaraja
breathed his last on September 23, 1974
in the Bangalore Palace soon after his
return from abroad pﬁter' treatment for
his leg ailment: J,h » 3

»
Maharaja Jaya Chamfgro]q
Wadiyar was a Philosopher among
Princes and @  Prince = among
Philosophers. His favourite subjects were
Veda and Vedanta, music and art. He
came to be known as a philosopher, #
beth in India and abroad. Universitiesg
ibroad invited him to deliver scholarl y e
lectures, while the Government of =
India « sent him as a eultur 7'1— :
’ 5 -
ambassader. His famous works wer&® i
ndian'Culture "“(



E"WE The Official Publication of YKC Wadiyar.

Wiitten and managed by The Royal
Household ot My ore Palace,
newslefter  aims to  provide
authoritdtive ' resotrce of information
about the Wadiyars, Past and Present




